Michael Eugene (Bear) Ratterree was born in Washington, DC on September 29th, 1951. He had two daughters, Francis and Sharon. Bear served in the Army from Jan 5th, 1970 to May 4th 1972. He went to Fort Polk, LA for Basic then to Fort Benning, GA where he went to Jump School and Path Finders course. After completion he was stationed with the HHC 13th Avn Bn in Vietnam. He was there 1 year 6 months and 28 days. He was promoted to the Rank of Sgt on Oct 9th 1971.

He was awarded the Silver Star, Vietnam Cross of Gallantry w/palm. Other awards are National Defense Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, Vietnam Campaign Medal w/60 Device, Pathfinders Badge and the both the U.S. and the Republic of Viet Nam Parachute Badges. 

Bear started riding with the USMVMC, Lakeland Chapter in 2002 and had been a Full Patch member for about 1 year.  One of his contributions was as Assistant Clubhouse Manager.

Bear died the morning of October 22, 2003 of a massive heart attack.  He was buried with full military and MC honors in the Florida National Cemetery at Bushnell, Fl. 

                                                              
